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Conscientious librarians are challenged dailj with the realization
that books have become more and more an integral part of the lives of the
general public*^ This challenge has resulted in making the public library's
role that of "disseminator of ideas"^ and the duty of the librarian that of
selecting books which will promote education, personal enlightenment, and
taste in order that cultural improvement can be achieved. In order to make
the most intelligent selection, the librarian must take into consideration
••• "the extent and character of the readers* demands, knowledge of books
that meet those demands, and satisfaction of those demands in terms of the
3
highest book values." This phase of librarianship, book selection, is
based not only on demands made by the library's public but also on the needs
which exist as a result of that public's condition of life. This ends up
in being no small task. First, librarians must anticipate and interpret the
needs of a large number of human beings with a multiplicity of wishes and
needs; next, they must evaluate and select material to meet these needs and
as many of the demands as possible from a massive flood of publications.
Here again, any one item which may be selected from this mass producticxi is
^
Helen E. Haines, "More and Better Books for More and Better Readers,"
American Library Association Bulletin, XXH(October, 1937)> 815-16.
2 R, A. Ulveling, "Book Selection Policies," Library Journal, LXXVI
(August, 19^1), 1170-71.
^ Helen E. Haines, Living wilji Books! The Art of Book Selection (2d ed..
New York: Columbia University, 1950), p.38.
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not likely to be agreeable to any two people.
Therefore, the fundamental duty of librarians Is not as single as It
may appear on the surface and calls for the highest sense of judgment and
intellect on the part of the librarian if it is to be effective and fruitful
in terms of enlightening the public. The task of book selection also
demands that librarians have a strong moral commitment and that they recog¬
nize librarlanship as an opportunity for one's own fulfillment as well as
that of helping others. Roden notes that "in book selection lies the
librarian's chief hope of a professional Immortality, albeit a limited one,
since in this comer of the field, as in no other, the harvest of his labors
will live after hira."^
Purpose and Scope
The aim of this paper is to make an analysis of the literature listed
in Library Literature for the period from 1926 through 1963 in order to
show the reported problems encountered by librarians in the selection of
books for the public library. It intends to show also which of these book
selection problems were the most common to most librarians during this
period. All librarians, whether working in large or small libraries, are
faced daily with the problem of book selection. Even the best trained and
experienced libraiaan will find that he has this problem. This is unavoid¬
able because of the very natum of the library. This study should help
librarians and others interested in books and libraries to realize the gravity
^ Carl B. Roden, "Theories of Book Selection for Public Libraries," The
Practice of Book Selection, ed. by Louis R. >S.lson (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 19U0), p.3.
^
Library Literature (New York: H.W.Wilson, 1925-1963).
3
and importance of book selection and should aid them in avoiding the pit-
falls usually encountered in this phase of library service. This might
also remind teachers of library science to stress to their students or future
librarians ways of recognizing as well as solving problems of book selection
with which they would be faced as librarians.
Definitions
As stated by Drury in his textbook on book selection, "The fascina¬
ting tasks of book selection and acquisition are to choose and furnish the
books which satisfy the demands made upon the institution."^ In this
thesis, book selection will refer to the acquisition of books from outside
the library rather than the selection of books already in the library for
a particular patron. Helen Haines, in Living with Books believes that the
best definition for the purpose of book selection is still found in the
familiar phrase "To supply the light book to the right reader at the right
time."^
Methodology
Library Literature^ was scanned and analyzed for the years 1926 through
1963 for articles, written in Ihglish, and listed under the subject heading.
Public Libraries, and under a subdivision of the main subject entzy. Book
Selection. The books and articles included under these subject headings
were chosen in order to deteiTnine and discuss the major reported problems of
^ Francis K.W.Drury, Book Selection (CHiicago: American Library Asso¬
ciation, 1930), p.l.
0̂
Haines, Living with Books, ,op.cit., p.38.
^ Library Literature, op.cit.
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book selection which were prevalent d\iring this period.
The problems which were found were placed in categories and each
book or article was read to ascertain whether it did or did not discuss
the category. Categories were given a plus (+) sign if they were dis¬
cussed and a minus (-) sign if they were not discussed. A table is used
to show the frequency and percentage of the occurrence of the categoid.es in
the literature.
An exan^le of the types of problems foxind in the literature in the
area of book selection in the public library is the problem of ''bewildering
output** or overproduction. This is seen as a problem not so much from the
excessive number of titles but because of the variation in the quality of
literature which comes from publishing apparently everything in sight.^
This problem can be stated clearly in the category labeled, "overproduction
of books."
.Mother problem noted in the literature is that of the absence of
sufficient f\mds in the public library for books and other materials which
require that the librarian budget his resources to insure the best possible
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distribution. This lack of fiinds comes about because of the fact that
the public library as a tax-supported institution receives a definite amount
for expenses; the librarian must select books and other materials within
this prescribed amount instead of having a budget >diich will fit the needs
of the library. The librarian is a distributor in the sense that he dis¬
seminates ideas ^ich meet the demands and needs of his public. Any restric¬
tion on the dissemination of these ideas is seen as a problem and in this
1 Carl Brown, "What the Librarian Wants," library Journal, LVI (November
15, 1931), 931-32.
2 E.V.Baldwin, "Buying Problems of the Bookshop and the Library,"
Library Journal, LV (January l5, 1930), 7.
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context the problem can be placed in the "limited f^lnds" categor7.
Other problems taken from the literature will be treated in a siftilar
fashion* The remaining major reported problems are "censorship," "inadequate
book reviews," and the "need for a well-defined written book selection pol¬
icy." The percentage of the problems falling in these particular categories
and the frequency of their occurrence were recorded in the table appearing
in the following chapter. Chapter II contains an analysis of the periodical
literature read, according to the types of problems and a summary, conclusions,
and recommendations as to possible solutions to these problems. Chapter
III includes an annotated bibliography of each article.
CHAPTER II
AN ANALYSIS OF PERIOUCAL LITERATURE RELATIVE TO BOOK
SELECnON IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES, 1926 - 1963
As indicated by the literature on book selection during the period
from 1926 through 1963, librarians in public libraries e3q>erience common
problems, the most prevalent ones being censorship, inadequate book reviews,
limited funds, the need for a well-defined written book selection policy, and
the overproduction of books.
This chapter analyzes those ma;jor problems as cited by librarians
and others in the literature during the period previously mentioned. It is
concerned not only with the type of problem but also with the effect which the
problem has on the ability of the library to fulfill its objectives. Other
problems which were discussed but were not "common* problems to several
writers will also be mentioned (see Table 1).-
Censorship
Twenty-seven or approximately 2U*3 percent of the 111 articles read
were concerned with the problem of the censorship of books. As cited in the
literature, this was the second greatest concern of librarians, the first
being that of limited funds. Most writers agreed that the public library
should make available both sides of controversial issues. Perhaps the most
inpressive as well as informative article which dealt with the problem of
censorship was written by a libraiy trustee who told about having been at one
time opposed to the inclusion of books in the library which described political
6
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Inadequate book reviews h 3.6
Limited funds 33 29.8
Need for a book selection
policy 19 17.1
Overproduction of books 5 U.5
Others 23 20.7
TOTAL in 100.0
theories other than the damocratic waj of Ufa. After having read tha
Library Bill of Right# given to har by tha library director and after much
thought she came airay from the experience with tha firm conviction that all
beliefs should be presented in a library collection. She stressed the idea
that the library's book selection policy must be precise in stating the
library's position on literature which might be of a controversial nature
and also pointed out the need for librarians to be ready always to explain
the library's responsibility in the provision of material on all issues.^
^ Mrs. Jacob Klein, "Selection Policy — the Positive Approach,"
Wisconsin Library BiiLletin, L (Januaary-Febniary, 195U)> 3-5 •
7
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Another partic\ilar type of censorship referred to is that of political
censorship by a group in control of the public library. One library com¬
mittee became so "politically minded" that it demanded that the librarian
limit "all periodicals supplied for propagandist and political purposes" and
also suggested that it (the committee) review books already in the library
which had been selected by the librarian and approved by a previous committee.^
Fortunately, the community was alert enough to object strongly and to prevent
such action.
Censorship by an individual outside of the library is seen in the
case of the patron of the Santa Barbara (California) Public Library who
objected to the presence of the New World Review on the <^en shelves of the
library. In the end, not only were the librarian, the library board,
other citizens, and the press involved, but the pressure brought on the
library caused the library board to reverse its own decision and have the
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periodical treated as "reference material." This case brings home the
point that hanii can be done to the library and its community by censorship.
The removal of the periodical from the open shelf to the closed reference
shelf meant that only those people who asked for it would be apt to read it --
and this could happen to any other magazine or book in the public library.
Most writers agree that it is the duty of the library board to face
the con^laints of individuals and groups and to remember that citizens do
have a right to question the use of public funds. However, the board must
strive hard to make certain that it does not deprive all citizens of the
1 ;
"Threat to Liberty," Library Association Record, XL (March, 1938)>
101-02.
2
E. T. Moore, "For Reference Only," American Library Association
Bulletin, LV (January, 1961), 19-20.
9
access to materials because some people object to it.
The degree to which the library operates as an agency for the
free communication of ideas will subsequently depend upon the
board's being ever alert that policy interpretation continues
to promote free communication and upon its determination to
withstand criticism or pressure from those who would curtail
such traditionally American fresdom.l
In a survey concerning the selection of controversial books by the
Boston area librarians, it was stated that some librarians found that the
easiest solution to the problem was that of not buying the book at all,
which was, in effect, “invisible censorship" by the library. However, most
librarians questioned had been courageous enough to buy books greatly exceed-
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ing the tolerance level of their commxinities.
The continuing theme expressed in the discussion of controversial
literature is the need for objectivity in the selection of this material;
"He (the librarian) cannot actively promote his private opinion in the
selection and purchase of books or actively promote them as represented
in the library's book stock already purchased."^ Other qualities required
of the librarian, especially in the selection of coatroversial literatiire,
are integrity and open-mindedness.^ Use of the criteria of objectivity of
author and truth of facts in i^eir selection is also suggested.^
Roberts states that it would be almost impossible to build a collection
^
Hazel C. Wblf, "The Library Board and Book Selection," Illinois
Ubraries. XL (May, 1959), 322-26.
2
Roger Bristol, "It Takes Courage to Stock 'Taboos'", Library Journal,
LXHV (February 15, 19h9), 261-63.
^ Paul Bixler, "The Impact of a Stormy Intellectual Climate on Our
Libraries," Public Libraries Division. Reporter, I (October, 1955)* 10.
^ John A. Ford, "We Will Gamble on the American," Library Journal,
Lmv (June 15, 19U9), 917-19.
^ Mrs. V6.11iam McNeil, "Book Selection," Illinois Libraries, XXXVII
(June, 1955), 158-59.
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that no one would object to and that the world is so full of cranks...,
and one crank In a community can make more objections than all the wise men
can remove.^ It is realized, however, that often very “reasonable"
people make these objections and believe them to be valid ones. Librarians
are urged to have courage and combat censorship by buying books of literary
merit, though controversial, and by refusing to remove them from the shelves
because of pressure from individuals or groups. ^ invaluable guide for
governing the selection of controversial books is the Libraiy Bill of Rights:
Censorship of books, urged or practiced by volunteer arbiters
of morals or political ppinion or by organizations that would
establish a coercive concept of Americanism, must be challenged by
libraries in maintenance of their responsibility to provide public
information and enlightenment through the printed word.
Libraries should enlist the cooperation of allied groups in the
fields of science, of education, and of book publishing in resisting
all abiddgement of the free access to ideas and full freedom of
esqpression that are the tradition and heritage of Americans.^
Inadequate Reviews
Of all the problems which were noted as being most prevalent in the
literature, inadequate reviews was listed by fewer writers than any other.
Of the 111 articles read, only four, or approximately 3.6 percent, stated
that book reviews were inadequate. However, the constant referral to the
reviewing of books as well as the indispensable nature of book reviewing to
the field of librarianship, in general, indicate the need for a consideration
of this problem.
^ Arthur Roberts, "The Organization of Book Selection in a Large
Municipal Library," Library World. XXIVII (August-Septei?ber, 1931*), 75.
p
American Library Association, "Library Bill of Rights," American
Library Association Bulletin. XLVII (November, 1953), 1*85.
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As early as 1938, Doud saw tha need for mors honest and fearless
reviews in order to assure more effective book selection.^ In 1962, Pine
stated that there was a need for more "real criticism," especially in fictiem
"if we are not to be completely submerged in a mountain of junk."^ He added
that the reviewer must have integrity and absolute candor and that he must
be critical about the bad as well as the good books. The great number of
books being published each year greatly increases the need for a high sense
of moral responsibility on the part of the reviewer as well as the librarian.
The American Library Association's Subcommittee on Book Appraisal
found that reviews were inadequate in the fields of psychology and mental
health and suggested that a system be devised for the joint evaluation of
3
materials in these fields by psychiatrists, psychologists, and librarians.
In instances tdaere it was not stated that reviews are Inadequate,
but that the problem of evaluation of books was a major concern, it was felt
that librarians must do more personal book reviewing. McColvin suggests
that librarians should not rely on mviews of books — "I am convinced that
the only way is to see them...in ny view it is an evasion of responsibility
to rely on reviews."^ He adds that in order to have a comprehensive book
stock, librarians should arrange to have s ent on approval everything that
is within the scope of the public library. The Greenaway Plan offers an
^
Margery Doud, "Reading Without Rule or Reason," Library Journal,
LZril (January 1, 1938), 7-10.
^ J. C. Pine, •Tiinor Masterpieces and Ghastly Mistakes," Library Journal,
LXXXVII (February 1, 1962), h79-SOO,
^ American Library Association, Adult Education Board, Subcommittee on
Book Appraisal, "Peace of Mind," Library Journal, LXXVII (September 15, 1952),
lli39-l+5.
^ Lionel R. McColvin, "British Book Provision," Library Journal,
LXmi (February 1, 1957), 307.
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•xc«ll«nt guide for getting books from publishers ahead of publication
date.^ Another plan for receiving books for personal examination is that
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one used by the Detroit Public Library. The personal evaluation of books
is considered not only as the librarian's responsibility but also as an in¬
valuable aid in widening the librarian's personal knowledge of books and as
a means for developing the librarian's skill in the Interpretation of literature.
Limited Funds
Of the 111 articles read, 33 or 29.8 percent of them named limited
funds or an inadequate budget as a reason for not being able to offer the
highest foirni of library service. It was felt by many of the writers that
one of the contributing factors to the problem of limited funds during the
1920's through the 1960's hasbeen that of the local isolation ~ the library
in the small town with little ability to support a library. The small cm-
munity has difficulty in getting adequatli funds for setting up a library
and even more difficulty in securing enough funds for keeping it up-to-date.
One method of coping with this problem is the purchase of secondhand as well
as new books.^ Another is the acceptance of gifts which would fill some
need — not accepting them merely to fill spaces on the shelves. Also
suggested is the purchase of a standard work or representative anthologies
in every subject field in lieu of a small number of single copies of books
^ Harold Roth, "The Get-Em-All Theory of Book Buying," Library Journal,
LXXXV (October 1, I960), 3387-90.
2 M. C. Young, "Detroit's Book Selection Plan," Library Journal,
LXXXVI (December 15, 1961), lli-l6.
^ Jean F. Halbert, "The Selection of Books for Public Libraries in
Towns with Populations of 20,000 and Under," Library Association Record,
xmx. Series 2(1932), 2U3-U9.
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on ’that aub;3«ct.^
Carnovsky found that tha amount of monay availabla for public library
fvinds was dua not to tha siza of tha community but to tha comparativa waalth
of tha community, larga or small*
Thara is not nscassarily any connection batwaan population
and community waalthj and that sinca library quality dapands
in such great maasura on adequate support, an evaluation of
quality must rest in tha first analysis upon library finance...
thara is a remarkably close relationship between expenditures
and library quality, totally irrespective of siza of community.^
Tha outbreak of World War II, while causing a further limiting of
funds because of the reduction of relief expenditures from tax funds, brought
a greater demand for reading materials and reference services. In spite
of the additional burdens on the budget, Munn still considered it necessary
for the public library to make maximum use of the "new" forms of service
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through open shelves, larger staffs, and readers advisers. These services
were an addition to the old "old library of polite literature* and included
sections of popular recreational reading, technology and the useful arts,
children's departments, teachers' rooms, libraries for the blind, hospital
service, school libraries, business branches, and specialized collections of
all kinds. These services of the library had been added gradually through
the years but their successful continuation certainly called for a consider¬
able increase, rather than a decrease, in the library budget.
In the study of the library holdings which included a sanpling of 60 ,
^
Leon Carnovsky, "Book Collections, Library Expenditures, and Circula¬
tion," Library Quarterly. VI (January, 1936), UO.
2 Amulyaldhan Mukherjee, "Book Selection for Public Libraries," Modem
Librarian, III (1932), 17-19.
I
^ Ralph Munn, "Fact versus Folklore," Library Journal, LXV (June 1,
19h0), 1*69.
public libraries in the country, Leigh found that only a small proportion
of libraries had adequate budgets to meet their objectives and that as the
size of the library budget decreased below a certain point, the proportion
of significiuit and authoritative materials in the library's collection, as
well as the amount, decreased.^ It is inqjerative that librarians make
every effort to keep before their library boards the nedd for adequate
support in order that library collections may be of the highest quality and
in order that library service may be most effective.
5 "i h
In four separate studies of Arkansas, New Mexico,-^ Texas, and
Wisconsin^public libraries, Merritt found that the more a library has to
spend, the better the collection. He also found, in each instance, an argu¬
ment for the creation of larger units of service or larger systems serving
100,000 persons or more. The findings indicated that unless systems of
this size aure created, these states would not be able to provide a substan¬
tial number of the best books being published. In studies made of the
6 7
Illinois and Minnesota public libraries, it was found that there was a
^
Robert D. Leigh, "The Public Library Inquiry's Sampling of Library
Holdings of Books and Periodicals," Library Quarterly, XH (July, 1951)>158•
2 L. C. Merritt, "Good Books in Arkansas Libraries," Arkansas Libraries,
mi (April, 1957), 6-7.
3
L. C. Merritt, "Good Books in New Mexico Public Libraries," New
Mexico Library Bulletin, XX7 (Jtily, 1956), U-7.
^ L. C. Merritt, "Good Books in Texas Public Libraries," Texas
Library Journal, XYTTT (September, 1956), 68-69*
^ L. C. Merritt, "Good Books in Wisconsin Public Libraries," Wiscon¬
sin Library Bulletin, LIII (Jtily-August, 1957), U22-2U.
^ L. C. Merritt, "Good Books in Illinois Public Libraries," Illinois
Libraries, xmx (June, 1957), 185-87.
7
L. C. Merritt, "How Good Are We on 'Good Books'?" Minnesota Libraries,
XVIII (December, 1956), 2ii5-U7.
15
need for systems serving 50,000 or more people. On a whole, all of the
studies point toward the need for the serious consideration of laorger
systems of service in order to solve the problems caused by inadequate
budgets•
The Need for a Book Selection Policy
The third most common problem cited in the literature is the need
for a well-defined book selection policy. In 19, or approximately 17«1
percent of the articles read, the absence of such a policy was considered
a deterrent to effective book selection. Most of the writers who were
concerned about the necessity of a good policy as a basis for successful
book selection, discussed it in terms of a written list of principles.
The well-written policy gives direction to book selection and enables
the selection to make judgments "from a clearly realized point of view and
not from some nebulous, imprecise feeling....*^ Because of the widespread
lack of sufficient funds for library e3cpenditiu:*es, the librarian must have a
definite plan for the wise spending of those fvinds. The policy guides the
book selector in choosing books and materiads geaured to the needs of the
community. The policy also can be aui effective defense agaiinst the pressures
of censors, individual or collective. However, a majority of the writers
referred to it as the very foundation of good book selection auid, in effect,
the foundation of effective library service. The general feeling is that
without some specific guide for determining the size of the collection, the
type of books and other materials needed by the community, and without some
statement of the libraoy's objectives and goals, book selection is likely to
^ W. L. Emerson, “Actual Enemy, Book Selection in the Sciences for
Public Libraries," Library Journal, LXXIVII (July, 1962), 2ii77-8l.
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important that the policy detezmine the extent to which these books are
represented in the collection as it is for it to determine what size the
collection should be.^
In 1959» one of the objectives of the Maryland Library Association
was to en5)ha8ize the importance of the written book selection policy state¬
ment as "a positive means of defense against attacks on the freedom to
read," At that time, only five out of 23 public library systems in Maryland
had such a statement. Rohrbaugh finds such a statement necessary and
suggests Ruth Gretory's "Principles Behind a Book Selection Policy Statement"
as a guide in this vital area of book selection:
The statement must acknowledge the right of access to all
sides of controversial questions. It must point up the need of
objectivity in the choice of materials so that the collection
does not suffer from unconscious personal prejudices or ungoverned
bibliographical enthusiasms. It must interpret the function of
the libraiy as a selector rather than as a censor....The policy
statement must emphasize the positive approach to controversiad
issues, by provicdng the best and the most authoritative material
on these Issues.2
Klein feels that another reason for aui established book selection
policy is "to protect the librarian and the Board of Trustees in the event
that a controversial issue is radsed."^
The book selector must be objective as well as positive in the
interpretation and the lirplementatlon of the policy. The conscientious book
selector will evaluate books without a trace of any personal, political or
religious bias.
^ Lowell Martin, "Public Library Provision of Books about Special
Problems, Library Quarterly, IX (July, 1939), 2h9-72.
2
Margaret Rohrbaugh, "The Value of Written Book Selection Policies
for Public Libraries," Maryland Libraries, IXVI (Winter, 1959), 25-26.
^ Klein, op.cit.. p.U.
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Overproduction of Books
The large number of books being published each year was of concern to
five or approximately U«5 percent of the 111 articles read. Haines states
that the publication of such laz^e numbers of books is "an adequate cause
for worry" and a problem which calls for discrimination on the part of
librarians with much comparing and testing of values.^ The year 1937
saw the publication of more books than ever before and, according to Savage,
the production of a larger quantity of "factory junk" in all parts of the
classification.^ A plea is made for "bibliographical birth control" with
the belief that fewer books would (1) lower costa of operation for public
libraries, (2) lessen time spent in selecting and eliminating new books, and
(3) reduce obsolescence in book collections.^ The great number of books
being published also indicates a need for more personal book reviewing^ —
by division heads, branch librarians, and librarian assistants as well as
the use of book reviews, using more than one reviewer's opinion of a book.^
Others
A ninober of other book selection problems were treated in the liter-
atxire. However, those subjects will not be discussed at this time. These
^ Haines, loc.cit.
2
Ernest A. Savage, "Method in Book Selection," Library World, XU
(October, 1938), 59.
■5
Clarence E. Sherman, "Bibliographical Birth Contro^.i'" American
library Association Bulletin, XXI (October 15, 1937) > 811^-15.
^ Leta E. Adams, "Organization of Internal Processes in Book Selection
for Public Libraries," Practice of Book Selection, ed., Louis Round VB.lson
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press,19h0), 197*
^ Alice M. Ramirez,"Accentuate the Positive — A Book Selection Policy,"
New Mexico Library Bulletin, XXEX (January, I960), 2.
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remaining problems were not fovuad to be common ones in the literature on
book selection. The annotated bibliography following CJhapter II will
indicate to some extent where these problems appear. Included among these
other problems are the treatment of rare books, selection of religious
literature, selection of books for the business collection, the handling
of pamphlet material, and the duplication of books.
Summary
For a long period of time, the duty of the librarian was simply
to collect books, using the library as a storage place. This collection
of books was generally geared toward only the educated or affluent class
of people. The past UO years has seen a great change in the philosqphy
of librarianship from this type of museum librarianship to the selecting,
not collecting, of books for people of all classes.
As in most endea:vors, librarians have encountered problems in the
selection of books. The more common problems e^erienced by librarians as
indicated in the literature from 1926 through 1963* have been censorship,
inadequate book reviews, limited funds, the need for a well-defined, written
book selection policy, and the overproduction of books.
Censorship, both by individuals and by groups, was the second greatest
common concern of librauriauis. Librarians are urged to have courage and to
select books which may be controversial if they are of literary value.
The problem of inadequate book reviews was discussed considerably
less than any one of the other problems. However, the value of the good
book to the book selector is noted in each instance in \diich book reviews
are discussed. It is urged, also, that librarians read more widely and do
20
their own •’personal" book reviewing.
The presence of limited funds was the problem cited by most writers
in the literature. There was a definite indication that public libraries
with inadequate budgets cannot fulfill their objectives and cannot offer
the highest form of library service. A possible solution suggested by the
literature is the formation of larger systems of library service.
Although not cited as much as some other problems were, there was
every indication that eveiy public library must have a well-defined, written
book selection policy to be used as a framework for the selection of books
for that library. Without such a policy, book selection is likely to be
haphazard. The policy may also be used as a defense against censorship.
Such a policy must be formulated by the librarian and the library's governing
body and it must be developed objectively and without personal prejudice.
The production ofexceedingly large numbers of books each year caused
some concern and "bibliographical birth control" was urged in the belief that
fewer books would lessen theproblems of the book selector through lower costs
of operation, need for less time in selection, and less obsolescence in the
book collection.
A study of the literature on book selection problems clearly Indicates
a need for the conscientious librarian to be both courageous and wise —
certainly a challenge to any person and to the library profession as a whole.
The librarian must be wise enough to select books which are basic to a good
collection as well as those books which meet the needs of the communities,
as indicated by a thorough analysis of the community. The librarian must
be courageous enough to defend his selection of books, which, although of
good literary merit, are of a controversial nature.
21
As a result of the study of the literature on book selection
problems, it is z^commeixdedt
1. that serious consideration be given to the formation of larger
systems of library service in order to pool the resources of
several libraries and, thus, solve the major reported problem of
librarians — the problem of limited funds;
2. that a well-defined, written book selection policy be adopted
by all public libraries in order to fozmi a basis for effective
book selection;
3. that before attempting to set up a new library collection or
before adding to a great extent to an older collection, a survey
should be made to ascertain the age ranges, reading interests,
occupations, etc., of its patrons, and, therefore, to be able to
select books purposefully;
ii. that libraries, in cooperation with other libraries or library
systems, have a regular, well-planned "in-sez^ce" training program
which would feature workshops in the various areas of librarian-
ship. The librarian would be obliged to keep up with the recent
trends in his profession as is required by other professions.
This would also insure the maintenance of high standards in the
field of librarianship; and
$, that librarians read more widely and more criticeQJ.y in order to
be more capable selectors of books and other materials and in
order to maintain the highest standards of librarianship.
CHAPTER III
ANNOTED BIBLIOGRAPHI
Adama, Leta E., "Organization of Internal Procegses in Book Selection for
Public libraries," Practice of Book Selection, ed. Louis R. VSison
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 19h0), 190-208.
Very complete discussion of the processes involved in book selection,
including the effect of limited book funds and a preponderance in the
annual publication of new books. There is an excellent description
of the teamwork between the order department, chief libreurian, and
other librarians in the system in the total process of making the
right book available to the public. It is stressed that the libreurian
must have a sociological understanding of her clientele as well as a
wide knowledge of books in order to be an effective selector of books.
American Library Association, Adult Education Board, Subcommittee on Book
Appraisal, "Peace of Mind," Library Journal, LXXVII (September 15» 1952),
According to inquiries made to 60 large libraries, the Board fo\md
that some of the problems encountered in the selection of books in
the comparatively new fields of psychology and mental health are due
to the difficulty in finding a place for these books in the classifi¬
cation system, inadequate reviews, and the inadequacy of subject
headings. Solutions offered to these problems include the joint use
of psychiatrists, psychologists, and librarians in the evaluation of
these books and the shelving of them according to reader interest.
American Library Association, Committee on Intellectual Freedom, "Book
Selection Principles," American Library Association Bulletin, XL7
(November, 1951), 3i:6-5CU
On hearing remarks by Ralph Ulveling on the Detroit Public Library's
proposed policy of setting up two distinct sections of readers'
services, raae for scholars and one for general readers, the Committee
decided that this policy prevents freedom of inquiry or full access
to all materials on all questions, and that this proposal to segregate
materials is "closely akin to labeling" and not a solution to the pro¬
blem of handling propaganda.
American Libraucy Association, "Library Bill of Rights," American Library
Association Bulletin, XLVII (November, 1953), 1+85.
A copy of the Library Bill.of Rights as adopted by the American
Library Association on June l8, 191+8, to serve as a basis for govern¬
ing the services of all libraries. The prevailing themes are those
of freedom of inquiry and freedom of access to all materials on all
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questions as demanded b7 and essential to the democratic way of life*
Asheim, Lester E., "Layman vs Librarian," Library Journal, T.YXX (February
1, 1955), 253-58.
Author answers series of letters from a layman concerning censor¬
ship versus selection of books about communism as well as those
about other conflicting viewpoints. It is made clear that the
American public library collection should contain the best arguments
on all sides of controversial issues* The suggestion is made that
the librarian discuss freely with his public these and other problems*
Austing, Arthur T*, "Stock Supervision in Lending Libraries," Librarian and
Book World, mv (February, 1935), 159-61.
Author is concerned with problems in what he calls "book super¬
vision." This term covers book selection, replacement of books,
weeding, binding, and general care of the stock. Librarians are
reminded to check little-used books and classes which may need to be
revised or which may call for additions* Suggests that regular weeding
is essential in order to take care of the following problems: (l) all
dirty books which should be withdrawn,(2) worn-out books, (3) books
needing rebinding, (h) obsolete books, and (5) books to be taken from
general circulation and placed in reserve stock. It is also suggested
that each class in the collection be weeded at least once in every
five years* Lack of "stock supervision" is believed to lower the
prestige of the profession*
Bateman, R.B., "The Selection and Display of Books for a Small Branch
Library," Library World, LVIII (May, 1957), 175-77*
Recommends method for treating books in a small librauy. Suggests
that librarians restrict the subjects in the library collection and
have these subjects represented in depth in order to have quality.
Each subject would be arranged for a display without any philosophically
logical order which the author considers unnecessary for a small book
stock. The advantages in such an arrangement eure stated as the need
for no class catalogue, need for no accessioning, very little lettering
on the spines, and less confusion for the public.
Bedinger, Meu*gery, "Getting Help from the Community," American Library Assoc¬
iation Bulletin, XL (Febru2iry,I9U6),55-57*
Author tells how the science and English departments of the Denver
Public Librjury keep up-to-date with materials in these fields by the
use of local advisers who are authorities in their fields* These
advisers aid in suggesting materials for these fields and also aid
in furthering good public relations between the library and organiza¬
tions which they represent. Details on the administering of this
system of advisers are given*
Birkett, I., "Rich Thoughts from Poor Soil," Library World, LX (August-
®eptember, 1937), 27-31*
Discussion of the particular problems of the public library in the
slum area — short life of book stock, inadequate funds, inadequate
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tools, dismal buildings — with practiced suggestions on how to solve
these problems. Also noted, however, is the great appreciation
which these deprived people have for the service which a library in
this area can render.
Bixler, P. H., "Don't Split Collections," Libraiy Journal, LXXVI (December
15, 1951), 2061i-65.
Disagrees with R. A. Ulveling (Library Journal, August, 1951,
1170«-7l) on the question of split or separate book collections (one
for general circulation and one restricted collection). Believes
that such labeling or censorship defeats the open shelf system and
stifles the library's rde in adult education.
Bixler, Pa\il,_l?The Iii5)act of a Storr^y Intellectual Climate on our Libraries,"
Public iLibraid.es Division Reporter, I (October, 1955), 8-15.
An amswer to Harold Laskyls criticism of the book selection methods
used by American public libraries. Mr. Lasky had questioned "whether
librarians should be permitted to purchase books solely on the basis
of their personal opinions" and "whether librarians shoixld be per¬
mitted to put their own form of thought control over on the Ajnerican
people."
He also believes that the librarian cannot use his own private
opinions in the selection or purchase of books for the public library.
Tips are given on how the public library can combat outside pressure
from individuals and groups. The libraorian must consider public
demand but that he cannot select or buy books solely on the basis
of public demand as suggested by Mr. Lasky.
Boochever, Florence," Why Book Selection in Libraries?" Bookmark, 17
(October, 1955), 1-2.
Author feels that although there is no substitute for a firsthand
knowledge of books, the librarian 'idio selects books must consider
the viewpoints of others before using public fxinds. Suggests the
use of printed guides, information gained from book meetings and the
opinions of specialists.
"Book Selection Problems in Wisconsin Public Libraries," Wisconsin Library
Bulletin, LIV (January, 1958), 6-15.
A very useful description of the methods used by five Wisconsin
libraries in the preparation and use of book selection policies.
Each llbrairy presents its book selection policy, and describes the
methods and work procediires used in implementing the policy. Also
discusses methods for treating gifts auid other materials.
Bowers, A. R., "Staurbing a Library Collection," Minnesota Libraries, HI
(September, I960), 291-9U.
A very detailed bibliography of books to be used in setting up a
new library collection. Appropriately lists first the proper book
selection tools necessary for the task and the most effective methods
for using them.
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Bristol, Roger P., "It Takes Courage to Stock ‘Taboos*," Library Journal,
LXnv (February 15, 19U9), 261-63.
Discusses problems faced by librarians in selection of contro¬
versial books such as Kinsey's Sexual Behavior of the Human Male and
Mailer's The Naked and the Dead. From a survey made of eleven
public libraries, it was found that the easiest solution is that of
not having the book in the library at all. However, many librarians
questioned exercised courage and purchased many books exceeding the
normal tolerance of their communities.
Broderick, Dorothy, "Librarians and Literature," Library Journal, LXXXV
(August, i960), 2709-17? "Replies," Library Journal, LXXXV (August,
I960), 2713-17; (October, I960), 3621-25.
A plea for librarians to come to the aid of their profession,
to become experts in their field, by reading more widely, more wisely,
and more critically, aiows great concern for status of librarian
among other professional groups.
Replies to the first article are generally favorable but one
writer disagrees with statement that the library is exclusively a
place of learning. Writer believes that library should also be a
place of delight.
Brown, Great K., "Clearing the Shelves,*• Sattirday Review of Literature, XVI
(July 17, 1937), 9.
Author comments on Ruth K. Forinash's article entitled "Our
Library Buys a Book," Saturday Review of Literature, June 19, 1937*
pp,l8-19. Believes that the article describes a "preposterous
example of paternalism." Speaks out strongly against this censor¬
ship by the library board.
Cassidy, Sally, "Selecting Fiction for Public Libraries," Illinois Librar¬
ies, XLI (May, 1959), 337-itO.
A detailed discussion of the factors involved in the selection of
fiction. Adds that the librarian's greatest asset in this area is
to have enthusiasm in talking to readers about books.
Camovsky, Leon, "Public Library Book Collections," Library Quarterly, V
(July,.1935), 261-88.
Study of 78 libraries in Chicago area shows limitation of many
libraries in providing good library service.
, Community Analysis and the Practice of Book Selection,
cd. by Louis R. Wilson (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 19h0),
20-39.
In the search for more library patrons, the author believes that
in addition to showing the patron vh&t the library has to offer and
working closely with groups, the library must make a thorough analysis
of the community and must develop a new typo of registration. After
using the facts gained from the community analysis, the librau’ian
must use the "authority of reason and the criterion of truth"in his
final selection of books and other materials. Author shows that
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limited funds have contributed to the poor showing of the Chicago
Public Library in its holding of socially significant books. Conv-
munity analysis should help the library to determine what it can do
for specific individuals and groups^ and should result in a better*
served, better-educated library public.
Coen, L. F., and Mersky, R. M., “Law Books for Public Libraries," Library
Journal, LXHV (|uly-August, 1959), 2117-20 and 2270-73.
This is a plea for public libraries to view law books with less
fear and dislike and to buy more books in this field. An annotated
list of law books for the potential law student and the serious
student of public affairs is included.
Collinson, R. L. W., “Genius and the Librarian," Librarian Assistant, XXXI
(September, 1938), 201-11.
In the attempt to determine the relationship between genius and the
public library, the author sees the public library as a youth and the
genius as being as old as writing Itself. The author also sees
the neglect of the works of genius because of the practice of librar¬
ians in using only reputable literary journals of book selection.
Suggests that the librarian turn to "little reviews" of literature
which carry works of new poets and authors and that the 3d.brarian buy
books on music and art from booksellers and at exhibitions. Neglect
of genius is also seen to be aggravated by a wealth of professional
literature and by professional meetings.
, "Some Aspects of Book Selection," Library World, XLI
(October, 1938), 67-68.
Book selection is believed to be conditioned by the amount of money
available for the purchase of books. However, there is a plea to
make the appeal of the book stock as wide as possible with no restric¬
tion in its scope.
Coorabe, E. J., "Books for General Circulation," Library Association Record,
XXXIX (June, 1937), 308-10.
Author sees the aim of the county library as the ability to meet
the reading needs of a large scattered community dwelling in both
town and country. In this particular type of library, the general
collection, rather than the reference collection, becomes a challenge
to the book selector. The circulation records as well as direct or
personal suggestions are cited as means toward determining the needs
of the community. Believes the quality of the individual book to be
the foundation of the collection. Also sees the rise of discrimina¬
ting readers as an impetus in bringing the county's standard of book
provision up to that of the town's.
Cory, John M., "The Public Library Market," Publishers' Weekly, CLXXI (June
17, 1957), 30-31.
Author reports that one third of library users are college gradu¬
ates, one third are high school graduates or under, and one third are
children. The trend toward more readers and the need for more room
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for books by libreuriss suggest the need to pool limited funds and the
need for the cooperative purchase of expensive or infrequently used
books. Author suggests the strengthening and coordination of the
thousands of small libraries in order to enlarge their purchasing
capacity.
Crum, Norman J., "Plying Saucers and Book Selection," Library Joxtrnal, LXHX
(October, 1951|), 1719-22.
Deals with the question of whether or not to buy science fiction
or those pseudo-scientific books which do not meet ordinary standards
of scientific books. Author believes that if there is a great
demamd for them, the librarian should choose the most popular of these
books, place them in the popular collection, and attempt to guide the
patron to more reliable information in ordar to insure him a well-
balanced reading program.
Davies, Louise, "Ihe Closed Shelf," Saturday Review of Literatiare, IVI
(July 2hy 1937), 9.
This letter to the editor concerns the article by Ruth K. Forinash
(Saturday Review of Literature, jTine 19, 1937, pp.l8 and 19).
Believes that few librarians are able to see themselves as objective¬
ly as Hiss Forinash does. Docs not believe librarians ought to be
always told what materials they should or should not purchase and
why.
Dorns, R. K., "Challenge and the Small Library," American Library Association
Bulletin. XLVII (November, 1953), hS$~66.
Points that press\ires brought on the librzurian by private citizens
and by business, religious, professional, and fraternal groups
restrict the freedom to read. These problems ^lre magnified in the
case where the librarian having insufficient book funds may be pre¬
vented from buying enough material to support all sides of an issue.
Gives definite ideas on ways to combat censorship.
Doud, Margery, "Reading Without Rule or Reason," Library Journal, LUII
(January 1, 1938), 7-10.
Sees the need for more honest and fearless book reviews as an
aid toward more effective book selection in order to meet the need
of the library's changing obligations to its readers. This need has
come about as a result of the problems brought by a drastic change in
leisure interests — radio, movies, automobiles and travel — and
a larger proportion of non-readers.
Earle, E. S., "Reply to Carlson," American Library Association Bulletin,
XLVI (April, 1952), 105-10.
A reply to Oliver Carlson ("A Slanted Guide to Library Selection,")
The Freeman, January lU, 1952, who wrote attacking Helen Haines'
Living With Books (1950 edition) as pro-communist. Attempts to
show that Miss Haines has tried to present both sides to every issue,
however controversial, in carrying out the policies as presented in
the Library Bill of Rights.
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"Echoes of Public Library Inquiry — I« Fiction Obsoleta?" Illinoia
Librariea (Jun*, 1951), 21^8-1^9.
Author aariougly quastiona Ralph Mtinn's concept (Public Librarlee,
October, 1950) that entertainment heading has no place in libraries^
Show* the possible effect on library organization if fiction were to
be cut down to 100 novels a year as proposed by Hr. Hunn. Believes
that the libraiy objectives would shift to education and information,
omitting recreation.
Emerson, W. L., “Actual Enemy, Book Selection in the Sciences for Public
Libraries.” Library Journal, LXXXVII (July, 1962), 2li77-8l.
Urges the use of a written statement of book selection policy as
the most effective basis for the evaluation of books.
Flick, David, "Tripe for the Public,” Library Journal, LXXX (February 1»
1955), 202-Oli.
Article written in answer to the article by Hr. Crum (”Flying
Saucers and Book Selection," Libraiy Journal, October 1, 195U, 1719),
concerning allowing public demand for a book to be a decisive factor
in its selection ^en the book is of doubtfxil value. Author believes
that to accept public demand as a determining factor in book selection
is to sidestep the problem and suggests that librarians face the
problem honestly by maintaining high standards of book selection.
Ford, John Anson, "We Vfill Gamble on America," Library Journal, LXHV
(June 15, 19li9), 917-19.
Author differentiates between book selection and book rejection
by stating several principles which determine the right attitude toward
controversial literature. Suggests also that librarians select contro¬
versial literature with integrity and open-mindedness and with a view
toward the accepted and prevailing standards of his time.
Forinash, Ruth K., ”0ur Library Buys a Book,” Saturday Review of Literature,
XVI (June 19, 1937), 18-19.
Shows problems involved in book selection when the library board
has to approve all books which go into the libraiy along with the
additional problem of an adequate budget. Hany of the rules mads by
the board for the selection of books limit considerably the quaJ-ity of
books in the collection and indicate a distinct form of censorship by
that board.
Franklin, Robert D., "Toledo (Ohio) Opens Its Book Selection Heetlng to
Smaller Public Libraries,” Public Libraries Division. Reporter, V
(November, 1956), 33-3U.
Author reports cooperation of Toledo (Ohio) Public Library with
libraries of the surrounding area. Librarians from the smaller public
libraries in the immediate Toledo area are invited to the book selection
meetings of the Toledo Public Library to hear discussion of library
matters and book reviews of both adults' and childrens' books.
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Goldhor, H«rb«rt, "A Not* on the Theory of Book Selcctloaj" Library Quarter-
Ijr, XII (April, 19U2), 151-7U.
Author believes that effective book selection must be based on a
knowledge of the traits, sociological and psychological,of the reader
and on an understanding of the objectives of the library as well as
on a purely literary basis. The librarian can learn of the traits
of his readers through periodic community analyses and reading
studies. This results in making effective the objectives of the
libraiy, reader satisfaction, and helps the library to keep up with
the dominant trends of its age. Author believes that the concept
of the well-rounded collection is a deterrent in the attempt to relate
book selection to individual reading Interests.
Greenaway, Emerson, "Books: Democratic Defense," Library Journal, LXXIX
(September 1, 1951i)> 11*37-141.
Stresses necessity for having in the public library books of good
factual authority which present both sides of every issue in order
to develop and preserve our democratic way of life as well as to
fight the Communist threat.
Greenway, Cornelius, "In the Name of Religion," Library Journal, LXXVII
(September 1^ 1951*), 131*2-1*3.
A plea to librarians and their staffs to resist all types of
pressure groups or "self-appointed guardians" who challenge the
freedom of the library in the acquisition and the circulation of
books and other materials.
Haines, Helen E., "More and Better Books for More and Better Readers,"
American Libraiy Association Bulletin, XXXI (October 15, 1937), 815-16.
This article is a follow-up of the article by Mr. Sherman entitled
"Bibliographical Bu^tii Control" (American Library Association Bulletin,
XXXI, October 15, 1937, pp.8ll*-l5). Author agrees with Mr. Sherman
that there is much cause for concern over the growing volume of book
production. Believes library books should be c arefully appraised
by library standards and selected with discrimination. Urges the
periodical discarding and replacing of books by newer and better ones.
Haselden, Clyde L., "Social Attitudes of Librarians and the Selection of
Books on Social Issues," Library Quarterly, XX (April, 1950), 127-35*
Presents the results of a study mad* of 176 small and medium
sized libraries to find out how the attitudes of librarians influence
their selection of books. The results of questionnaires sent to
librarians showed that in the selection of books librarians follow
public demand rather than their own personal desires. It was shown
that as the amount of money available for books on social Issues
increases, so does the number of books.
Halbert, Jean F., "The Selection of Books for Public Libraries in Towns
with Populations of 20,000 and Under," Library Association Record, 3d
series, II (1932), 21*5-1*9.
Despite the problem of a shortage of funds, the author shows how
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he built up an original library collection for a town of 15,000,
money-saving devices include using 3x5 inch reference cards as
shelf list cards after books are bought and buying the best books
for the least cost.
Hobson, J.B., "Book Selection in the Local Library," North Country Libraries,
VI (March, 1963), 7-8.
Suggests that a committee have the responsibility for selecting
books on the basis that "two heads are better than one." Sees a
written book selection policy as being valuable both to the book
selection committee and to the borrower.
"How Adequate Are Our Material Resources to Meet Our Library's Goals?"
A Discussion Guide, With Suggested Readings," Wisconsin Library
Bulletin, LIV (January, 1958), 65-66.
A guide to be used in measuring the ability of the libraiy's
resources .to meet the needs of the cominunity. Includes statements
from Public Library Service on book selection as well as lists of
material and suggested questions for discussion of the library's
needs.
Jeffery, Mary, "Book Selection for the Small Library," Illinois Libraries,
XSV (November, 19li3), 251-53.
Author gives general suggestions for setting up a collection of
books for a small library. Lists the needs of people in a small
community. States that these needs should be the basis for the
selection of books. Specific tools are listed to aid in book selec¬
tion.
Kallman, Gertrud £., "German Public libraries and Their Principles of Book
Selection," Library Association Record, Series, 1 (June, 193U),
169-72.
Book selection in Germany is hampered not only by a lack of funds
which caused several libraries to close after the depression, but
also because of differences in views over the philosophy of book
selection. One school of thought believes in deepening culture and
education by quality rather than quantity (intensive education) and
the other believes in attracting a larger population even if it
means lowering the standards of book selection (extensive education).
A middle-of-the-road group believes in education through popular
scientific literature and educational entertainment. Other problems
encountered are poorly bomd books, small staffs, and insufficient
buildings.
Klein, Mrs. Jacob, "Selection Policy — the Positive Approach," Wisconsin
Library Bulletin, L (January-February, 1953), 3-5.
In a speech made at the Wisconsin Library Association Convention
in 1953, a member of the library board takes a realistic look at the
responsibilities of the librarian and the library board in establishing
a sound book selection policy. Stresses need for the book selector
to be both positive and objective in his evaluation of books.
31
Recommended highly for new library board members as well as librar¬
ians.
Lacy, Dan M., "Freedom and Books," Southeastern Librarian, IV (Spring,
19Sh), lU-26.
Author is concemed about the censorship of paper-covered real¬
istic novels which describe sexual experiences with greater candor
than permissible a generation ago, and, in fact, questions the legal¬
ity of such censorship. Believes that censorship will not stop
with this type of book but will spread to books of genuine literary
value and that censorship may also pass from the moral field into that
of political and doctrinal censorship. Author also points out the
difference between selection and censorship.
Latrib, J.P., "Books and the Public Library," Library Journal, LX (December,
1935), 913-16.
Sees the duty of the librarian as having evolved from that of keeper
or collector of books-to that of selector of books. This change
of philosophy has been caused by the growth of the number of books
in sociology, economics, science, technology, and other practical
subjects. Added to the job of selection is the task of changing the
meansrof library service to meet the changing needs of the readers,
the changing qualities of books and the changing intellectual equip¬
ment of the times. Believes that the librciry collection should be a
scientifically balanced one, designed to create and stimulate indivi¬
duality of thought.
, "Suggestions to a New Outlook," Library Assistant, IX (1927),
101-07.
Indicates the tendency of librarians to remain static in their
conception of the objectives of librarianship. . Reminds librarians
of certain basic principles of book selection and advises them to
maintain flexible policies of book selection in order to keep abreast
of social changes. Presents idea for a central national loan library.
Leigh, Robert D., "The Public Librciry Inquiry's Sampling of Library Holdings
of Books and Periodicals,** Library Quarterly, XXI (July, 1951),
157-72.
States that the objective of the Public Library Inquiry is to
determine the extent to which the library's holdings, books and other
materials, enable the public libraries to fulfill their objectives.
A sampling of 60 public libraries, representing a cross section of
libraries in the country was used. Through a distribution of question¬
naires and list of books and other materials to the 60 libraries, it
was found, among other things, that (1) censorship had little effect
on determining whether a library bought a particular book — most
libraries bought those books which had been censored if they were of
literary value, and (2) that in too many cases, especially in libraries
with inadequate budgets, the criterion for choosing books ib the commer¬
cial popularity of those books. The total findings tended to show that
libraries with inadequate budgets coiild not carry out successfully the
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objsctives of the public library and that the wide range of differences
in what particular libraries can offer in books and other materials in¬
dicates a need for a change either in the structure of the library or
in the library objectives.
“Library Bill of Rights," Library Journal, LXIII (December 15, 1938), 965.
This is a full copy of the Bill of Rights as adopted by the Des
Moines, Iowa, Library Board for the free public library. It includes,
amonj^ other::things, a policy of book selection without regard to
race, nationality, political or religious view of the writers. It
aQ.so includes a desire to obtain materials on all sides of controversial
questions.
McColvin, Lionel R., “British Book Provision," Library Journal, LXXXII
(February 1, 1957), 305-11.
Author believes that librarians "reject" rather than select books
when providing materials for the public which cannot be obtained else¬
where and in getting rid of bad and useless books, author believes
that the good library should contain the the good new books and also
the good old ones >diich are in demand. Suggests that the librarian
must not wait, however, for public demand but maintain "systematic
stock revision" through a regular check of the book stock and regular
comparison of the collection with up-to-date bibliographies. Stresses
fact that new books must be read and that librarisns should not rely
entirely on book reviews.
McHale, Cecil J., "What Book In Abundance?" Library Journal, LXXIll (June
1, 19li8), 862-63.
Discussion of the public library's inability to provide enough
copies of worthwhile books due to Inadequate funds. Believes that
the rental library may be an answer to this problem but does not think
that the public library should charge for its services.
McNeil, Mrs. Williams, "Book Selection," Illinois Libraries, XXXVII (June 1,
1955), 158-59.
A Library board member discusses the problem of censorship in the
selection,of books. Suggests that criteria of "objectivity of author"
and "truth of the facts" be used in the selection of controversial
books.
Martin, Lowell, "Public Library Provision of Books About Social Problems,"
Library Quarterly, IX (Jvily, 1939), 2U9-72.
Reports the results of a study made of the Chicago Public Libraiy
System to determine to what extent books about social problems are made
available in the public library. It was found that only a fraction
of the population had ready access to a good collection of books on
social problems.
Martin, Martha,"Public Library Use of Paper-backed Books," Public Libraid.es
Division. Reporter, I (September, 1951+), lli-l5.
Cites results of a study made to compare use of paper-backed books
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in th« public ]j.brari*s of Indiana with their use in the public librar¬
ies of New lork Cit7 Brookly, New York, The public libraries
of New York Citj and Brooklyn were found to have more extensive col¬
lections of paperbacks (approximately ^,000 copies compared to
Indiana's 25-200 copies) and a well-defined use for these books as
well as extensive duplication. Need for further experimentation with
paper backed books is suggested.
Merzdtt, Leroy C., "Good Books in Arkansas Libraries," Arkansas Libraries,
nil (April, 1957), 6-7.
Shows resvilts of a study made of eleven public libraries in Arkan¬
sas during 1956. A list of 1,200 ti-ULes taken ^om l^e American
Library Association's list of notable books and Dickinson's Best Books
for the last twenty yearg was checked against the card catalog of these
libraries. Results indicate that the more a library has to spend the
better will-be the book collection and that the creation of larger
units of service, serving more than 100,000 people, is called for, in
order for public libraries in Arkansas to be able to provide a sub¬
stantial proportion of the ''best"and "notable" nonfiction being pub¬
lished.
, "Good Books in Illinois Public Libraries," Illinois Librar-
ies, XXni (June, 1957), 185-87.
A study is made of 6U public libraries in Illinois based on the
assunqption that a library must have a high percentage of important
and significant new books as they are published in order to be effect¬
ive . The general conclusion is made that there is a high c orrelation
between the amount of money available and the nuniber of new titles
held*. In other words, the more money a library has to spend, the
better will be the book collection. Results also suggest a heed for
larger system of library service in Illinois, serving more than 50,000
people.
, "Good Books in New Mexico Public Libraries," New Mexico
Library Bulletin, XXV (^uly, 1956), U'»7»
Shows resxilts of a survey made of eight public libraries in New
Mexico during 1955* A list of 1,200 titles taken from the American
Library Association's annual lists of notable books and Asa Dickinson's
List of Best Books was checked against the card catalogs of these librar¬
ies. Results indicate that "the more a library has to spend, the
better will be the collection." Results also provide additional argu¬
ment for larger units of service, serving more than 100,000 people, in
order for the public libraries of New Mexico to be able to provide a
substantial proportion of the "best" and notable nonfiction being pub¬
lished.
, "Good Books in Texas Public Libraries, " Texas Library
Journal, XXXII (Septenfcer, 1956), 68-69
Gives results of a survey made of 33 public libraries in Texas.
A list of 1,200 titles taken from the annual lists of Notable Books
and Asa Dickinson's List of Best Books was checked against the card
catalogs of these libraries. Results indicate that public libraries
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spending most for sdult books also have a larger proportion of the
good and notable books and, in turn,"the more a library has to spend,
the better will be the book collection." Ihe results also provide
arguments for larger units of service, serving more than 100,000
persons. Until these larger units are created, the Texas libraries
will be unable to provide a substantial proportion of the "best" and
"notable" nonfiction being published.
, "Good Books in Wisconsin Public Libraries," VB-sconsin
Library Bvilletin, HI (July-August, 1957) > k22-2k»
Shows results of a study made of 53 public libraries in Wisconsin
during 1956. A list of 1,200 titles taken from the American Library
Association's list of notable books and Asa Dickinson's Best Books
list was checked against the card catalogs of these libraries. Results
indicate that "the more money a library has to spend, the better will be
the book collection." Results also provide additional argument for
the creation of larger units of service, serving more than 100,000
persons, in order the public libraries of Wisconsin to be able to pro¬
vide a substantial proportion of the "best" and "notable nonfiction
being published.
, "How Good Are We on ‘Good Books?'" Minnesota Libraries,
XVIII (December, 1956), 3li5-U7.
Discusses results of a study of 38 city and county libraries in
Minnesota. The study was based on the assuif^tion that in order to
accomplish the educational objectives of a library, a library must have
a substantial proportion of the important and significant new books
as they are published. It was found that only five city libraries with
populati<ai of more than 25,000 succeeded in providing a substantial
proportion of "good" and "notable" books as they are published. It
was concluded that the more a library has to spend, the better the
collection and that the library system in Minnesota must serve 50,000
or more in order to provide a substantial number of good and notable
books.
Merrow, Dorothy T., "Business Library Aids to Peacetime Adjustment," Library
Journal. LXIX (November 15, 19UU), 985-88.
Author gives general suggestions on books which would be needed to
fill the needs of business people during the postwar period. Stresses
idea that up-to-dateness is one of the prime requisites for a business
collection and that much of this material is in periodical and pamphlet
form.
Milne, Geraldine, "A Book Selection Expert Says No," Illinois Libraries,
(June, 1951), 2U8.
Advocates policy of selecting books for all types of readers and
buying the best in nonfiction as well as in fiction. Speaks out against
censorship by the library but suggests that the library not buy trashy,
sensational literature.
Mitchnll, Sidney B., "Garden Books," Library Journal, LXVII (October l5> 1937),
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Discussts method of choosing books on gardening. Believes that
ohl7 those garden books written by professional as well as articoilate
gardeners should be selected. Information given in these books
should be applicable to the local gardening population and climate.
Several tools to be used in the selection of these books are listed.
Moore, E.T., "For Reference Only," American Library Association Bulletin,
LV (January, 1961), 19-20.
Elates controversy over whether the magazine. New World Review,
should remain on the open shelves of the Santa Barbara, California,
public library. The question comes as the result of a con^laint
made by a Santa Barbara resident. As a result of subsequent com¬
plaints by other citizens and, in spite of support by other citizens
and by a local newspaper, the library board decides to treat the maga¬
zine as reference material — to be used only when ppecifically
requested.
Mukherjee, Amulyadhan, "Book Selection for Public Libraries," Modem Librar¬
ian, III (1S32), 17-20.
Points out that wide diversity of readers' tastes, knowledge and
culture difficulties, limited resources, and want of intellectual
atmosphere are some of the problems encountered by Indian librarians
who seek to provide the highest type of library service. Describes
a method for attaining highest Ideals in spite of problems.
Nourse, Louis M., "Book Selection for Wartime Readers," Illinois Libraries,
XI7 (October, 19U3), 318-23.
Discusses the special problems pec\illar to libraries during war¬
time and suggests cooperative book buying and cooperative book selection
during this period'in order to; sAvC money«■ Also: suggests wide use of
other materials such as maps, phonograph records, pictures and photo¬
graphs, etc. Notes increase in demand for books in the technical
fields, religious books and humorous books.
Ostling, Gosta, "Public Libraries; Democracy's Key," Library Journal, LXXIY
(October 1, 19l*9), lUOl-02.
Enqphasizes idea that the public library, as a guiding and stim\ilating
center in a democracy, must have books which represent every religi¬
ous, political, and philosophical view in order to promote the free
interchange of opinions. Suggests that literature fostering personal
polemics, racial hatred and intolerance be left out of the library
collection.
Pearce, Lillian, "Book Selection and Peyton Place," Library Journal, LXXXIII
(March 1, 1958), 712-13.
A reply to a letter from a patron objecting to the inclusion of
Peyton Place in a branch library collection. Explains that library's
policy of book selection, including the belief that censorship is not
a function of the library.
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Peters, Msrj, "Book Selectiom im a Medium Size Library, A Oae Man Operatioa,
Library Journal, LXXXVI (December, 1961), 17-18.
E^laims process used la selectiag childrea's books in the Lima
(Ohio) Public Library. Also lists sources used ia book selection.
Pine, J.C., "Minor Masterpieces and Ghastly Mistakes," Library Journal,
imvil (February 1, 1962), li79-500.
A criticism of the apparently lingering American view that the
reading of fiction is a harmful thing. Stresses the importance of
imaginative literature and suggests that much good fiction is still
being published. Suggests that the fiction reviewer must feel that
fiction is inqportant and must have the integrity to be honest in his
appraisal of bad, as well as good, novels.
Ramirez, Alice M., "Accentuate the Positive — A Book Selection Policy,"
New Mexico Library Bulletin, XXIX (January, I960), 2-U*
Sees wise selection of books and other materials as the foundation
of good library service. Cites valuable list of criteria for good
book selection.
Roberts, Arthur D., "Organization of Book Selection in a Large Municipal
Library," Library World, XXXVII (August-September, 193U), 38-l4l.
Presents idea of centralization of bookobelection. This method
calls for the regular meeting of branch librarians with the chief
librarian to discuss their need for books and results in the eventual
selection and ordering of books by the group on the basis of these
needs. Success of this plan depends on the frequency of committee
meetings as well as the latitude allowed the chief llbruian in order¬
ing books.
Roden, Carl B., "Theories of Book Selection for Public Libraries," The
Practice of Book Selection, ed. by Louis R. kdl-son (Chicago* Univer-
slty of Chicago Press, 19h0), 1-19.
Views the art of book selection as a subjective process which may
well be the librarian's hope of professional immortality. It is
pointed out that the depression brought along a diminishing of funds
and a new type of library patrcm. These two problems, in turn, indi¬
cated the need for the library to perform its educational functions
and also indicated the In^ortance of providing "the right book for
even one reader at any cost" rather than the best reading for the
greatest number at the least cost. Sees book selection as an art
rather than as simply a scientific process.
Rohrbaugh, Margaret, "The Value of Written Book Selection Policies for
Public Libraries," Maryland Libraries, XXVI (VHnter, 1959)* 25-26.
Stresses need for a written book selection policy statement which
acknowledges "the right access to all sides of controversial questions."
Adds that a well-written statement adds to the purposefulness of book
selection.
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Roth, Harold, •’The 'Get-Em-All' Theory of Book Buyiag," Library Journal,
LXXX7 (October 1, I960), 3387-90.
Views concerning the Greenaway Flan for getting all books from
publishers ahead of publication date. First, Mr. Emerson Greenaway,
originator of the plan, analyzes the plan and adds that the method
has worked successfully in Philadelphia. Next, a publisher states
that it is a very satisfactory plan from the publishers' point of
view. Then, a public librarian with a year's experience with the
plan, discusses its advantages.
Rossell, Beatrice S., "Neighborly Library," Library Journal, LXXX (October 1,
1955), 20U6-i|8.
Author shows how cooperation between librarians in the Toledo (Ohio)
Public Library and those in surrounding areas has improved library
service.
Saunders, Leila, "The Greenaway Plan and the Medium Sized Library," Virginia
Librarian, VII (Summer, I960), 22.
Gives critical discussion of the Greenaway Plan for automatically
getting copies of all books from publishers in advance of publication.
Describes the way the plan is administered in the Arlington County
libraries and the advantages and disadvantages of such a plan.
Savage, Ernest A., 'Method in Book Selection," Library World, XLI (October,
1938), 59-66.
Discusses method for selecting books for middle and large towns
and notes problems caused by the great number of books. Including
"factory junk," being published. Presents also a list of several
plans for improving library service. Includes a plan for establish¬
ing a book selection policy of the library.
Sawyer, Rollln A., "Book Selection in the Reference Department of the New
York Public Library," College and Research Libraries, VI (Deceniber,
19hh)t 20-22.
An explanation of the policy used by the New York Public Library
in selecting books for its reference department. Especially signi¬
ficant as it relates the findings of a committee which studied the
acquisitions policies of that library.
Sayers, W. C. Berwick, "How Many Copies? Some Random Thoughts," Library World,
LIV (February, 1953), 130-31.
Cites problem of the inadequacy of book funds in the public library.
Considers the reservation system as a solution to this problem. Sug¬
gests that fees be charged for reserving books.
Severin, H.C., "Library Trustee's Responsibility in the Library of Tomorrow:
for Book Selection and Censorship," South Dakota Library Bulletin,
XLII (April-June, 1956), 136-37.
A.library trustee presents her interpretation of the duty of the
trustee to the library iA the matter of book selection, especially in
the controversial area of censorship. Believes that the public
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libraiy should make available both sides of coatroversial questions*
Shaffer, Ellen, “The Place of Rare Books in the Public Library,” Library
Trends, V (April, 1957), 151-58.
Shows that the adMnistering of a rare book coUecticA is probably
the greatest deterrent in the maintenance of such a collection. The
following alternatives are suggested to aid librarians with such col¬
lections: (1) use same treatment as other books, (2) store books and
not use them at all, (3) sell, trade, or give to an institution which
wants them, or (U) make a special place in the libraiy for them. It
is added that most rare book collections are usually maintained by
tznist funds in addition to public funds.
Sharp, Henry A., “Book Selection," Branch Libraries,(London: George Allen and
Unwin, Ltd., 1939), 90-111.
Seels that book selection involves a greater number of difficulties
than any other task of the librarian. Specific ideas are presented
for setting up a new branch library with attention given to the need
for ascertaining the reading interests and needs of the community,
determining the policies for book selection, wise use of the budget,
etc. Believes that the branch library collection should represent
“the best literature of all kinds and grades and of all ages."
Sheppard, Edward Lee, "The Bible and the Public Library," Library Journal,
LXmil (September 1, 1958), 2235-37*
Suggests that the study of the literature of ma;}or denominations
and of parish library collections would aid librarians in the selection
of religious literature for the public library. Also suggests the use
of reviews in leading religious periodicals and advice from the local
clergy. Specific titles of ma;}or reference works in religion are
listed.
Shermanj Clarence E., "Bibliographical Birth Control," American Library Assoc¬
iation Bulletin. Xm (October 15, 1937), 8l]4-l^T
Sees hindrance to book selection in the publication of too many
books* Also believes that less books would lessen the time spent in
selecting and eliminating new books, lower costs of operation for
public libraries, and reduce the obsolescence loss in book collections.
Criticizes library for catering to the lowest levels of readers through
books such as light nysteries and Westerns and suggests that an
attempt be made to stimulate the reading of better books*
Smith, Stewart W., “Vlho Should Buy Books in a Public library?" American
Library Association Bulletin, XXXVI (September 15, 19U2),’ 110-1^.
Suggests that several trained persons, rather than one, should be
involved in book selection and that this selection shoTild be based on
the objectives of the library. Methods for determing these object¬
ives are given.
Spaulding, F.B., “Some Problems of the Midwest Library Book Buyer," Library
Journal, LV (1930), 11-13.
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Suggests that the great distance from leading publishing houses and
lack of con^lete information when ordering books are unique problems
of the Midwest librarian in his attempt to get popular books on the
shelves while new. Offers own solutions to these problems.
Starr, Suzanne, "Is Extension a Waste of Time?" Illinois Libraries, XXXIII
(June, 1951), 2U9-50.
Praises R«G.ph Munn as one of the outstanding leaders in the library
field and discusses his theories of extension work. Disagrees with
his theory that public libraries should discontinue serving all
classes and concentrate on those who are foz*tunate enough to have
a higher education. Believes that a lack of education does not mean
a lack of Interest in good literature. Believes also that Miinn's
theory would eliminate most service to rtiral areas. It is suggested
that librarians should make books more accessible to these areas.
Stoffel, Lester L., "Book Selection by Staff Committee," Illinois Libraries,
ILI (May, 1959), 319-21.
States that book selection is chiefly the responsibility of the
library administrator. Suggests that in order to keep up with the
great niunber of books being published, professional staff members
may be assigned and held responsible Sot specific subject areas and
that they review and discuss the books in these areas at weekly book
selection meetings. Also covered is the problem of censorship.
Strohm, Adam, "Yesterday and the Day Ahead," Library Jotumal, LX7 (August,
19l;0), 613-15.
Believes that the liberal objectives of the library should be
promotion of popular education, intelligence, and perspective. Sees
fiction as "a vehicle for articulations within the whole realm of
h\unan affairs." Believes that the library should have literature
which paints a true picture of life. Questions whether librarians,
with much dependence on bibliographical tools and not enough on criti¬
cal analysis, are well-equipped enough to advise readers and promote
standards of good taste.
Swenson, Ruth, "Book Collection Takes the Spotlight," Wisconsin Library
Bulletin, LIV (January, 1958), l6-l8.
An acco\int of the experience of a librarian who is able to bring
her collection up to standard with the aid of federal funds. This
project renews her respect for bibliographies. Of much value is
the list of aids used in the selection of books for children, young
people, and adults.
Taylor, T., "Keep Calm and Support the Library Bill of Rights," Library
Journal, LXXVI (December 15, 1951), 2063-6Ii.
Defends Bill of Rights as an ideal which should be followed as
closely as possible. Views with alarm any sugges;tio>^ to make changes
in this Bill.
Uo
"Textbooks," Librarian nd Book World. XXVIII (November, 1938), 63.
Questions whether public librazdes should supply textbooks.
Concludes that the library should supply only those textbooks not
supplied by the schools and that these books should be up-to-date
and the most recent editions. Libraries should have, especially,
those textbooks in specialized subjects or in advanced stages of a
subject.
"Threat to Liberty," Library Association Record, XL (March, 1938), 101-02.
This editorial cautions the public library to.be on the watch for
censorship, especially censorship from the body of persons in control
of the library. References are made to cases where the library com¬
mittee did, in fact, act as censor. Believes that the essence of
librarianship and the goal of the librarian's training lies in book
selection and that the librarian should be given freedom in the book
selection policy of the library.
Ulveling, R.A., "Reply to the GIF Committee," American Librai^r Association
Bulletin, XL (March, 1952), 73-76.
Defends own action and action of Detroit Public Library in a fight
against censorship and states that a library's best protection against
extremists is a practical, briefly stated, and well-conceived policy
of book selection. Sees Library Bill of Rights as being too ideal¬
istic.
, "Book Selection Policies," Library Journal, LXXVI
(August, 1951), 1170-71.
Suggests that the problem of propaganda during a cold war demands
that the librarian have a very definite set of principles and policies
of book selection in order to be able to defend himself against the
pressures of censorship.
•'Use of Paperbound Books in Public Libraries: A Glance ay Policy as
Reflected in Sixty Reports," American Library Association Public Libraring
Division. Reporter, I (September, 195U), 17-27*
Results from a study of 66 libraries are presented graphically to
show which libraries do or do not own paperbound books and the reasons
given. Recommended reading for those considering the purchase of
papezhacks for public libraries.
Van Hoesen, F. R., "Book Selection Routine in a Public Library," Library
Journal, LII (1927), 177-81.
Complete report of results of a study (questionnaire) made of
methods of book selection used in several libraries.
Winger, Howard W., "Both Sides Repz^sented in Public Librauries' Russian
Books," Library Journal, LXXIV (October 1, 19U9), lhlU-l5.
Repozts results of public library collections of Russian books.
The survey of 16l public libraries based on a checklist of 50 books,
25 friendly to Russia and 25 hostile to Russia, showed that the average
number of frieadly titles and the average number of hostile titles
held by the lli6 responding libraries were nearly equal. It is ex¬
cluded from this study that the reader will find an equal number of
titles bn both sides of the Russian issue in American public libraries.
Wolf, Hazel C., ”The Library Board and Book Selection,” Illinois Libraries,
XLI (May, 1959), 322-26.
An excellent description of the library board's responsibilities
in the formulation of a well-defined, written book selection policy
and its role in the support of the librarian, especially when he is
tinder pressure from citizens who do not believe in the free communica¬
tion of ideas or who disagree with the library's policy.
Woodall, R. D., "Public Libraries Need Common Policies," Library laforld,
LVin (Decenber, 1956), 91-93.
Problems encountered in obtaining library "tickets" or cards dis¬
cussed by a Britisher. Included in those problems id the fact that
some localities do not accept library cards from other localities,
that there is wide discrepancy in the number of tickets allowed for
fiction and nonfiction, and that soi;ne libraries have open access to
reference shelves while ethers do not. Pleads for a common national
policy in these and other phases of library service.
Wooster, Harold A., "Book Selection," VS-lson Library Bulletin, XVIII (October,
19U3), 15U-55.
In a discussion of the general principles of book selection, the
author sees book selection both as a science and as an art. Listed
are the qualities considered by the author as being desirable in one
who has the duty of selecting books. Book selection is seen as the
Responsibility of department heads and staff menbers and not as a
"one-man" job."
Wright, R., "Books for Students," Library Association Record, XXXII (June,
1937), 310-1I|.
Feels that the county library should set up a students' section
and consider the books for students on the basis of communal needs and
the requirements of the individual. This is consldei«d necessary
because the smaller communities have limited funds for buying books.
A student's book is defined as any book required by a reader who has a
specific objective in his reading. In order for the student's section
to be effective, data from students regarding the purpose for their
reading is necessary. The standards of book selection for students
should be very high and cost should not be the first consideration.
Wright, Ida F., "Building a General Book Collection to Promote Reading,"
American Library Association Bulletin, XXXIV (August, 19U0), 136-39.
Outlines steps for determining the needs of a community in order
to build up a book collection which will attract more readers.
Suggests the values to be found in a regional library system.
U2
Tou«g, M.C., "Detroit's Book Selectio* PIm," Library Journal, LXXXVI
( December 1$, 1966),ll4.-l6.
Detailed discussioa of the procedures used ia the seleetioa of
childrea's books ia the Detroit Public Library*
